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Ⅰ. HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ACTIVITIES
: By, Ms. Ianne Christine Aquino (General Secretary of Albay YMCA)
Initial orientation was conducted in Manila by the Federation Office (YMCA of the Philippines) from March 6-8, 2009. The orientation featured the following topics: Introduction to Philippines (History, Culture & Contemporary Situations), YMCA of the Philippines, Leveling of Expectations, familiarization of the Project HEELP (A RaonAtti Project in Albay) and Exposure Trip to historical places.

On March 9, 2009, upon the arrival in Legazpi City, Albay the volunteers went through a series of initiations to test their determination in pursuing the project. To start with, the hiking to Ligñon Hill tested their stamina under pressure, the weather and temperature in the Philippines, especially here in Albay are very different from what they are used to at home. Working on field with the scorching heat of the sun while handling people with different culture, lifestyle and upbringing test one’s patience and resilience. 
Another test was the eating of exotic and local Filipino food. In working with the community they have to adjust with the people in order to understand and be able to work harmoniously with them. Part of the program that they have prepared is the community immersion wherein the volunteers will have to stay for some time with families within the resettlement area. Since the families are not that well-off, the volunteers have to adapt with what the families could only afford to offer. 
Ⅱ. SYNTHESIS OF THE ACTIVITIES
1. The Days in Manila
* Period : 4 days (March 5 to March 8)
*Objectives : 
a. To Introduce the Koreans to the Philippines. (Contemporary Philippines Social, political, economical, environmental and cultural scene.) 
b. To understand the vision, mission, and goals of the YMCA Philippines.
c.
To have a mutual sharing of ideas and learn socialization skills. 
d.  To Discover Individual's strong points and weaknesses (personal assessment on readiness for community works and leveling of expectations) .
e.  To tour around Manila and its neighboring cities.
* Details of schedule
	Tiime
	March 5
	March 6
	March 7
	March 8

	7:00-8:30
	Arrival
Rest
time
	Breakfast
	Tour
Around
Manila
(Tagaytay)

	8:30-9:00
	
	Morning Prayers
	

	9:00-10:00
	
	- Getting to know
- Welcome Greeting
- Introduction to
 Philippines and
YMCA of the
Philippines
	- Assignments at
YMCA/community

	

	10:00-10:15
	
	Break
	

	10:15-12:00
	
	- Workshop :
Expectation setting,
YMCA Program
	- Introduction of
Albay YMCA
	

	12:00-1:30
	
	Lunch
	

	2:30-3:45
	
	- Contemporary
Philippines situation
	-Workshop: Discovering
Individual's strong
points and
weaknesses
	

	3:45-4:00
	
	Break
	

	4:00-5:00
	
	-Introduction CO/CD
	Synthesis
	

	5:00-6:00
	
	Relaxation / Rest
	

	6:30
	
	Dinner
	


* Weekly Evaluation 
 The days we spent in Manila were good opportunities to consider more about the attitude of a volunteer. Even though we have been thinking about this before we left Korea, when we were in the real setting, it was a lot different. We are now on field, working as a volunteer. So this time was so much valuable. 
 But, it is a bit difficult to imagine how our jobs are like. Because it has not started yet and we have not been volunteers before we came here. We will be introduced to a new environment and different people in the community. Therefore we must be emotionally and socially prepared to deal with them.
2. First week.

 * Period : March 9 to March 15
* Activities in order 
	Date
	Activities
	Time/venue
	The details of Activities

	3/9 Mon
	Exposure to 
Lingnon Hill
	Around 4 PM
/ Lingnon Hill
	To climb up the hill and to look over how the
place where we are going to stay looks like.

	
	Initiation
	6 PM / YMCA
	To taste local foods and to be entertained of Filipino songs and dances.

	3/10
Tue
	Conversational Language Class
	1 PM to 5 PM /
 YMCA 
	To learn English so that we will communicate effectively with the people in the community.

	3/11
Wed
	Project Orientation
	9 AM to 12 PM /
 YMCA 
	To be oriented about the budget we are spending and what activities we are planning to do.

	
	Bicol/Albay culture class
	1 PM to 5 pm /
 YMCA
	To learn Bicol culture such as food, language,
festivities, and various lives.

	3/12
Thu
	Speech Competition
	3: 30 PM to 6
 PM/ Gaisano
	To experience graduation ceremony of a university in the Philippines.

	
	Art Exhibition
	Around 6 PM /
Capital
	

	3/13
Fri
	Philippines &
 Korean Friendship day
	5 PM / B.U
	To establish a strong bond between two different countries. We could say that Philippines and Korea are getting closer to each other.

	3/14
Sat
	Exposure trip to Bacacay
	Whole day / 
 Bacacay
	To visit different places within Albay.

	3/15
Sun
	Exposure trip to Mayon, Hoyop-
Hoyopan Cave,
 Ruin church.
	Whole day /
 Around Albay
	


* Weekly Evaluation
 We have been doing various activities such as language class, initiation and exposure trip. We are getting to know the Filipino culture. When we had the initiation, we thought they were teasing us because they made us to eat things that they do not usually eat. But, after we heard the reason why they did it, we realized that it was the way of adapting with them. We felt that we were getting closer.
 And we went on a trip to many places. It was also fun to have a closer view of the places here. But sometimes we arrived home late so we did not have time to evaluate the days we spent. It would have been better if we had enough time to utilize.

3. Second week 
* Period : March 16 to March 22
* Activities in order 
	Date
	Activities
	Time/venue
	The details of Activities

	3/16 Mon
	Exposure trip to 
Victory village
	5 PM / victory village
	To have a look at the port and victory village which are the places for the poverty-stricken people.

	3/17
Tue
	CO / CD class 
	9 PM to 11 PM/
APT
	To take part in Community organizing and
 community development training class

	3/19
Thu
	Dr. Kim’s house
(Professor in BU)
	6 PM
	To have Korean dinner. 

	3/21
Sat
	Anislag Resettlement visitation
	8 AM to 3 PM
	To be familiar on how the community is like before we implement our project.

	3/22
Sun
	Meeting with SK members
	2 PM to 4 PM / Daraga
	To meet Sangguniang Kabataan members who  are going to be co-workers in discussing the plan for the activities.


* Weekly Evaluation
 We have joined language class and CO/CD class as usual. From the very first of the CO/CD class, we felt that it is too much for us to conduct community than we expected before. We could now imagine how hard it is. But we have got something important to do community work. We are very determined pursue the project. And we visited Anislag resettlement to look around how our work place looks like. It is a necessary to see the place before we start to work. And it was also good to meet people living in Anislag.
  4. Third week 
* Period : March 23 to March 29
* Activities in order 
	Date
	Activities
	Time/venue
	The details of Activities

	3/23
Mon
	Meeting with 
labors 
	10 AM /
 Play ground
	Discuss about the construction plan for the playground

	
	Participate
class
	8 AM /Malobago Day Care Center
	Observe what is going on in the class so that we will be able to handle it easily.

	3/24
Tue
	Handicraft training
	9 AM / Bukuran
Sa Kabuhayan
	Join in the business management seminar.

	
	Beginning of the playground
	7:30 AM to 4:00 PM / playground
	Fencing, leveling and shaping of the playground.

	3/26
Thu
	Meeting with
Mayor
	7:30 AM /
Municipal office
	Let him know about RaonAtti project which is on-going.

	3/28
Sat
	Weekly evaluation 
	2 PM /
YMCA
	Review of activities what we did and plan for   upcoming activities for the following week.


* Weekly Evaluation
 We are about to start our work. We visited Anislag Resettlement Area to have a look at what is going on there so that we could consider the things that we will be able to do as a volunteer for the next 4 months. And it was also valuable to have a time to review what we have been doing so far. It will be helpful in improving our plans. 
 Though it is only the beginning of the work, there are things that are unclear to us. We will make sure that our work must follow the plan, if not, we should fix it.
5. Last week 
* Period : March 30 to March 31
* Activities in order 
	Date
	Activities
	Time/venue
	The details of Activities

	3/30
Mon
	Booth set up for Trade Fair
	10 AM /
Magayon festival Trade Fair
	Design the booth, put products in it and decorate it.


	3/31
Tue
	Magayon Festival 
opening
	10 AM 
	Watch opening ceremony and fireworks.


*Weekly Evaluation
 As Magayon festival started, we needed to prepare things for the trade fair. We arranged the products from Bukluran Sa Kabuhayan so that we could deal with it properly. There were some difficulties in transferring the products to the venue. The weather was not good and putting labels on the products took so long. And the materials for decoration of the booth were not enough. But still, we finished it before the festival started and we discussed our daily schedule.
Ⅲ. DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK PLACE (with background information)

The area lies on the Pacific Ring of Fire along the typhoon belt of Pacific Ocean that is why about 20 cyclones are recorded here every year. When Mayon volcano, which is located in Legazpi, erupted on November 2006, the super typhoon ‘Durian’ came over at the same time. The active volcano which spouts out massive mudflow from the top and flood had killed more than 1,000 people and displaced 13,000 families. 

After that, the victims built up a village called Anislag which is one of the resettlement areas among more than 10 in Legazpi. This has been restored through the collaborative effort of YMCA, APAY, UNDP and ILO. They gave a help for the relief distribution such as repair and rebuilding of 55 houses, construction of production center, start business training, provision of raw materials and several equipment, and training on Jute bag making. 
This is where we will be working for 5 months. The unfortunate event happened 2 years ago, which is quite long time already. So it seems like that Anislag is almost settled down. But, there is still an existing part of the area which has not been constructed yet. And that will be the main focus of our job. Improvement of Anislag.
Ⅳ. ANALYSIS
1. Satisfied
We have been exerting our full effort in adopting a new environment since we arrived here. Though we are strangers here, we have met a lot of people and talked to them so that we can be familiar with their culture. It will be a very useful tip for the rest of our days in the Philippines. 

It was so memorable to have been to popular places around Albay. Especially, when we were on the way to Bacacay, which is a beach nearby our place, we saw huge rocks from the volcano eruption. It destroyed houses and places where people lived. We felt like we, ourselves witnessed the disaster. Also our language class a good exercise for us to be confident enough in interacting with the people whom we have met and we are about to meet. Language is not the most important factor for communication. However, if we cannot express what we think and feel effectively, there will not be a mutual understanding between us. So we are still trying to make our English and local language better. And hopefully it will be improved as much as we can.
 From the last week of March, we started to work. So we should be exposed to a different environment again. There are a lot more things to do than what we already did.

2. Unsatisfied
Since we had arrived in the Philippines, we have been keeping on trying to adapt so many different aspects to ours. There are some difficulties on the way to reach our goal which is to be just like them. 

First, our place is different to what we are used to. This house is too good for us who are staying as volunteers. We are not quite familiar to an environment like this and it is very far from our work place which is the resettlement area. Sometimes, when we buy too many things that are not really necessary, like snacks, foods and going out for dinner frequently, we worry if the budget will not be enough even though we know it is also part of experiencing life here. But, most important reason why we have not solved this is that we did not insist on what we want and we have not even considered if we can afford it.
Also, miscommunication happened as well because of language gap. Filipinos are very fond of joking. At first, we thought they teased us because this is an unaccustomed situation for us. It becomes the reason why we encounter communication problems. In fact, language is not only for the way of communication but also a way to reflect on their culture. So it will be solved when we get to know more of their customs. As time goes by, we enjoy jokes as much as they do. 
The part which we cannot still adapt is being not systematical for work. We also come late for work, and we delayed things that we should have done that time. But most of the time, we do not know if we following the schedule properly and when there are changes, they do not mention about it.  In this case, we cannot help but feel like; all we have to do is just follow the schedule they have organized. This is what we should solve together.
It takes long time to be with people with a different culture. But we know we will get along well with them if we try to, day by bay.
Ⅴ. RECOMMENDATION

  The language problem will not be gone unless we are willing to do something about it. Actually, we have improved a lot on our English and basic expression of local language. What we need is to be like this for the rest of the days to come. 
On the problem about them being accustomed to jokes, this is what we call ‘culture gap’. So we will be handling it flexibly. Anyway, they do not mean to tease us, they are just trying to be friendly. In that reason, it is important to immerse little by little.
The problem on being different when we are working, is the part that we cannot accept easily. This worries us. The only solution is for us to be more active so that we will go on step by step based on plan and we will be able to improve ourselves.

We already gained and learned a lot of things. But, the rest of the days to come are still more than the time we have been here. So we should keep on evaluating and discussing better ways on how to achieve our goals in our stay here. Our plan for this is to have a regular meeting and continuously talk to each other.  
Ⅵ. UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Actually, this month was a period for adaptation. So usually, we do activities together. However, starting last Monday our community work had started. We should make our own plan for each work. There is an outline of our plan for following month.
1. Playground :
Purchase of tools and other materials for activities ground baking.  
Lay outing the playground profiling.
Landscaping and pathway for playground. 
Installation of playground equipment. 
2. Day Care Center:
Assist in preparation for day care center graduation.
Make a lesson plan for summer class.

Participate in training “How to teach children” with Bicol University students.
3. Handicraft:
Production and preparation for trade fair.
Finalize the brochure.

Fill up all the reports.
4. Administration

Document daily work.
Report on community work for YMCA of the Philippines and YMCA’s of Korea.
Liquidate budget for transportation, foods and so on.
Monitoring of fieldwork.
5. General Plan:
Planning of committees and profiling of community participants.
Preparation to introduce Korean culture.
Document what we have done every day.
Discuss about the proposal to apply YMCA’s of Korea.
